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This year’s ultimate wine list.
B Y  T H E  E D I T O R S  O F  W I N E  E N T H U S I A S T  M A G A Z I N E

T
his year, Wine Enthusiast’s tasting panel reviewed more than 19,800 wines from around the globe, spanning Old 
World and New World wine regions alike. In the last two issues, we celebrated wine with excellent quality-to-price 
ratios (Top 100 Best Buys) as well as those cellar-worthy options that need a bit of rest before they’re best enjoyed 
(Top 100 Cellar Selections).

So now comes the show stopper: The Enthusiast 100.  
This yearly roundup of the best-of-the-best showcases the incredible diversity of high-scoring wines on the market. Each was 

chosen for a myriad of reasons, including high quality-to-price ratios, good market availability and “buzz,” an x-factor that can’t be 
precisely defined. The wines span 16 countries, hitting every wine style imaginable—from dry whites and reds to sparklers, rosés and 
sweet wines. 

With an average rating of 93.84 and an average price of $38.55, this collection is sure to be your go-to list the next time you hit the 
wine shop. Stock up on what you can find now, since these winners will be snapped up fast. 

Here’s to another fabulous year of savoring the best in the glass. Cheers!

THE ENTHUSIAST  

100
of 2015
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1

95 San Felice 2011 Il Grigio Gran Selezione 
(Chianti Classico). A fantastic combina-

tion of power and finesse, this opens with aromas 
of under brush, ripe plum, truffle, leather, smoke 
and a balsamic note. The firm, delicious palate 
delivers fleshy black cherry, crushed raspberry, 
cinnamon and mocha. Velvety tannins support 
the juicy flavors. Premium Brands. —K.O. 
abv: 15% Price: $44 

2

94 Michael David 2012 Petite Petit (Lodi). 
Don’t let the cartoony label fool you, this 

is fantastic wine. The color is almost black to 
the rim, the aromas are meaty and peppery, and 
the flavors are very concentrated. The texture 
is thick and yet creamy with layered, smooth 
and bold tannins. For all its density and depth, 
however, this is not an overpowering monster. 
The blackberry and black pepper notes are rich 
and appealing and everything seems in balance 
for something this robust and full bodied. Drink 

now through 2027. It’s blended with 15% Petit 
Verdot. Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $18 

3

95 Trisaetum 2014 Wichmann Dundee 
Estate Riesling (Dundee Hills). Details 

of tea leaf, peach skin and pear introduce a wine 
with tremendous texture and length. The off-dry 
sweetness is counterbalanced by tart acidity, 
creating perfect tension and continuing into 
a lingering, satisfying finish. As with all these 
young wines, this will improve dramatically with 
ample aeration. Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 11.5% Price: $28 

4

95 San Vicente 2011 Rioja. Powerful 
aromas of black coffee and toast are 

woody and include perfectly ripe berry and 
cassis notes. This is full bodied, elegant and racy, 
with core acidity operating as a driving force. 
Black plum, boysenberry and cassis flavors finish 
toasty, with chocolate, fig and leathery notes. 

Overall this a superb vintage of San Vicente; it 
is classy and delicious. Drink through 2025. Fine 
Estates From Spain. Editors’ Choice. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $58 

5

95 Alta Vista 2012 Single Vineyard Temis 
Malbec (Valle de Uco). Inky berry and 

smoky, minerally aromas of charcoal properly 
introduce a saturated palate with tons of oak but 
even more fruit at its base. This supercharged 
Malbec is almost over the top, with massive 
blackberry, chocolate and molasses flavors. Burnt 
toast and chocolate mint-chip flavors on the 
finish confirm that this is a monster red. Drink 
through 2023. Kobrand. Editors’ Choice. —M.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $48 

6
95 Domaine Cauhapé 2012 Symphonie 

de Novembre (Jurançon). Pure Petit 
Manseng harvested in November has given the 
essence of Jurançon. Superbly ripe, botrytised 
fruit is perfectly balanced with layers of fresh-
ness, apricot juice and a crisp, nervy texture. 
It’s a young wine and really should not be drunk 
before 2018. Planet Wine. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $25/375 ml 

7
97 Ramey 2012 Ritchie Vineyard Char-

donnay (Russian River Valley). This 
wine is deliciously elegant yet decadently rich in 
all the right ways, from a prime, longtime vine-
yard source planted to vines over 40 years old. 
Honeyed apple comes to the fore amid lush, 
formidable layers of complexity and high-minded 
pursuit, never getting bogged down, the miner-
ality perfectly pitched and the oak fully inte-
grated. Editors’ Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $65 

8

96 Cayuse 2012 God Only Knows 
Grenache (Walla Walla Valley). It takes 

some time to open up but when it does, this wine 
reveals perfumed aromas of potpourri, green 
olive, savory spices, peat, pepper and mineral. 
The palate is equal parts light and dense with 
almost chewy, savory flavors that won’t quit. 
—S.S. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $90 

9
93 Quinta de Foz de Arouce 2011 Red 

(Beira Atlantico). From the coastal plain 
of the Beiras, this cool and structured blend 
of Baga and Touriga Nacional has a fine poise 
between acidity and sweet berry fruits. It’s a 
complex, textured wine. Fresh and fruity on the 
one hand and dark and brooding on the other, it 
needs time, so drink from 2017. Winebow. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

10
94 Borgo Scopeto 2011 Borgonero 

(Toscana). Aromas of ripe bluish-black 
fruit, crushed mint, iris and dark cooking spices 
lead the nose on this savory blend of 60% Sangio-
vese, 20% Syrah and 20% Cabernet Sauvignon. 
The firm palate doles out fleshy black cherries, 
ripe blackberries, cinnamon, vanilla, mocha and 
tobacco. Velvety tannins support the delicious, 

juicy fruit flavors. Drink through 2019. Vineyard 
Brands. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $24 

11
95 Ziereisen 2010 Blauer Schulen Spät-

burgunder (Baden). Another stand out 
among a lineup of stunning German Pinot Noir, 
this sultry, sexy wine balances ripe, ruddy black 
cherry and berry flavors with a vivacious acidic 
edge. It’s bristling and bright, finishing on a 
deep, mineral tone. Drinks beautifully now, but 
is structured enough to develop well through 
2020 at least. Savio Soares Selections. Editors’ 
Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $41 

12

95 Gary Farrell 2013 Russian River Selec-
tion Pinot Noir (Russian River Valley). 

This might be one of the best values on the 
market, given the quality. Equal parts pretty and 
funky, it’s a tightly wound, savory, fruity wine 
that’s elegant and compelling. The tannins and 
oak are lightly imprinted around strawberry-
rhubarb and fresh-cut rose, and the texture 
seductively silky. This is a delicious treat of a 
wine that should also age. Editors’ Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 14.1% Price: $45 

13

96 Ponzi 2012 Aurora Vineyard Char-
donnay (Willamette Valley). This sensa-

tional effort comes from 20-year-old vines. It’s 
a glorious wine; textural, generous and complex. 

The bright and fruity midpalate blends flavors of 
peach, quince, honey, tea and caramel, buoyed by 
juicy acidity and a touch of minerality. Editors’ 
Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $60 

14

94 St Hallett 2012 Blackwell Shiraz 
(Barossa). This classic Barossa Shiraz 

is full bodied and lush, with velvety tannins and 
a long, mocha-tinged finish. Cedar and vanilla 
notes frame mixed berry fruit—raspberries and 
blackberries. Drink now–2025. Distinguished 
Vineyards. Editors’ Choice. —J.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $39 

15
94 Alain Brumont 2009 Château Bous-

cassé (Madiran). Bouscassé is the home 
estate of Alain Brumont, who also owns Château 
Montus. The wine may be six years old, but it is 
still dark and very firm. Dense tannins still show 
strongly over the tarry black fruits. Just wait and 
this wine will reveal its richness and smoothness 
while never losing concentration. Drink from 
2018. Regal Wine Imports Inc. Editors’ Choice. 
—R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

16

94 Domaine Eden 2012 Chardonnay 
(Santa Cruz Mountains). This more 

affordable cousin to the Mount Eden brand is 
just as good, though different. It presents dairy 
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aromas of brie cheese rind and yogurt but in a 
deliciously approachable way, with diced chives, 
caramelized pear and citronella elements. The 
palate shows tremendous energy, with lots of 
lime and lemon pith, but also a sour-cream rich-
ness. —M.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $28 

17
94 Tenuta Roveglia 2012 Vigne di Catullo 

Riserva (Lugana). Made from vines more 
than 55 years old, this opens with aromas that 
recall pressed spring flowers, orchard fruits and 
beeswax. The delicious, vibrant palate offers 
juicy white peach, ripe Bartlett pear, nectarine 
and mineral. It’s well balanced, with refreshing 
acidity. A hazelnut note signals the close. John 
Given Wines. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $24 

18
95 Foxen 7200 2012 7200 Grassini Family 

Vineyard Cabernet Sauvignon (Happy 
Canyon of Santa Barbara). Amazing aromas 
of cherry, cedar, cocoa powder and vanilla-clove 
cigarettes hit the nose on this stellar interpreta-
tion of the six-year-old appellation. It’s supple 
and rich on the palate, with mocha, juicy red 
berries and plenty of exciting zing. —M.K. 
abv: 15.2% Price: $44 

19
95 Domaine Jean-Paul et Benoît Droin 

2013 Montée de Tonnerre Premier Cru 
(Chablis). Mineral and flinty at the start, this 
young wine has an intense structure. Tannins 
and fruit skins give a strong, tight texture. At the 
same time, the acidity is just as intense, crisp and 
juicy, tight and needing many years to develop. 
Drink from 2018. European Cellars. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $39 

20
93 Stadlmann 2013 Classic Pinot Noir 

(Thermenregion). The scent of very ripe, 
crunchy Bing cherries is heady at first. On the 
palate, red cherry fruit dominates the soft, pliant 
and lighter body, fringed by pleasant earthiness. 
This is Pinot Noir in a very Central European 
idiom: Not weighed down with heavy oak but 
confident enough to let fruit and place speak for 
itself. This is elegant and soft, light-bodied yet 
ripe. If you listen to this, it will slowly reveal its 

undoubted beauty. Frederick Wildman & Sons, 
Ltd. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $19 

21

94 Fox Run 2011 Reserve Riesling (Seneca 
Lake). Extended bottle aging and impec-

cable fruit ripeness make this late-release Ries-
ling an absolute showstopper. Wafting of honey, 
mango and grapefruit, this deeply concentrated 
wine saturates the palate in dense, creamy waves. 
Shimmering lime and mineral streaks elevate the 
midpalate and extend endlessly on the finish. It’s 
stunning now, but composed enough to hold well 
until at least 2025. Editors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 13% Price: $30 

22
94 Monte dos Cabaços 2007 Reserva 

(Alentejano). Cabaços believes in 
releasing its wines when they are ready to drink. 
That’s why it’s possible to drink this Reserva for 
the first time. It’s a magnificent, powerful wine, 
packed with dark fruits that are now mature. The 
opulent Alicante Bouschet is the backbone of 
the wine along with the more structured Touriga 
Nacional. Drink now. Obrigado Vinhos Portugal. 
—R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

23
93 Selvapiana 2013 Chianti Rufina. 

Elegant and fragrant, this opens with 
aromas of pressed rose, crushed violet, wild berry 
and a whiff of baking spice. The vibrant, focused 
palate delivers juicy red cherry, raspberry, white 
pepper, cinnamon and dried herb. It’s well 
balanced, with supple tannins and bright acidity. 
Drink through 2018. Dalla Terra Winery Direct. 
Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

24
93 Clément Klur NV Crémant d’Alsace. 

Ripe and exquisitely pure notes of yellow 
apple perfume the nose and palate, against a 
bready, biscuity, rich and complex canvas of 
autolytic development. Freshness pervades and 
the very fine, pin-prick of mousse makes these 
flavors unite and sing. The dryness accentuates 
both purity and precision of this wine. Real class 
and pedigree shine brightly and are even more 
evident in the lingering finish. A.I. Selections. 
Editors’ Choice. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $21 

25

97 Williams Selyem 2012 Bucher Vineyard 
Pinot Noir (Russian River Valley). This 

is beautifully lilting in preciously defined aromas 
of rose petal and wild strawberry. From there, it’s 
all subtlety and ethereal elegance. The wine is 
restrained, nurtured in a basket of nutmeg and 
graham cracker, as well as freshly packed mush-
roomy earth. This wine is a stunner right out of 
the glass, but is sure to continue its fine course 
through 2022–2025. Editors’ Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $59 

26
94 Baer 2012 Star (Columbia Valley). 

Made with 75% Merlot with the rest 
Cabernet Franc, this wine commands attention 
with aromas of dried and fresh herbs, black fruit, 
toast and flowers. The dark fruit flavors are rich, 
layered and tightly coiled, captivating attention 
with spot-on balance. Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14.4% Price: $32 

27
95 Château du Cèdre 2012 Le Cèdre 

(Cahors). One of the special cuvées 
from du Cèdre, this impressive wine combines 
intense black fruit freshness with a powerful 
structure. It is full of cidity, ripe fruits and a core 
that is immense. It deserves considerable aging 

and certainly should not be drunk before 2020. 
Martine’s Wines. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $50 

28
93 Schloss Gobelsburg 2014 Riesling 

(Kamptal). Beautifully pure apple fruit 
plays on nose and palate. Citrus juice frames the 
fruit and heightens the freshness even more. If 
you like a slender, supercrisp style of Riesling, 
the purity of this will have you hooked. Skurnik 
Wines, Inc. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

29
94 Lynmar 2013 Chardonnay (Russian 

River Valley). This is a tremendous blend 
of various vineyard sites, coaxed together into a 
stunning combination of beautiful floral aromas, 
ginger and baked lemon. Given time in half new 
oak, it takes on flavors of apple and vanilla, never 
venturing out of range and remaining balanced 
and textured. Editors’ Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $35 

30

93 Mascota 2011 Unánime Gran Vino 
Tinto (Mendoza). Deep and lush up 

front, this blend of Cabernet Sauvignon, Malbec 
and Cab Franc offers highly appealing aromas of 
blackberry and toast. Dense, layered and hefty 
on the palate, this extracted but well-balanced 
blend piles on blueberry, black plum, cassis 
and toast flavors. On the finish, darker notes of 
espresso and bitter chocolate take over. Drink 
now through 2018. Saranty Imports. Editors’ 
Choice. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

31
95 Guido Porro 2011 Lazzairasco (Barolo). 

Fresh scents of just-picked rose, bright 
red berry, baking spice, leather and an earthy 
hint of game unfold on this stunning wine. The 
full-bodied palate offers juicy mature cherry, 
crushed raspberry, licorice, carob, chopped wild 
mint and clove alongside firm, velvety tannins 
and bright acidity. Gorgeous! Kermit Lynch Wine 
Merchant. Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $46 

32
94 Melville 2013 Verna’s Syrah (Santa 

Barbara County). This is likely the last 
vintage from this vineyard, which the family 
winery seemingly mastered in this bottling. 
There’s an underlying umami-driven smoked 
meat backbone to the nose that also shows bold 
cherry blossom, olallieberry, pepper, dried herbs 
and blackberry-soy sauce. The palate is complex 
yet doesn’t overpower, with bits of purple 
flowers, blueberry, black pepper and menthol. 
—M.K. 
abv: 14% Price: $28 

33
93 Efest–e 2013 Evergreen Vineyard Ries-

ling (Ancient Lakes). This wine is an 
aromatic tour de force with notes of apricot, pear, 
honey and slate. The off-dry fruit flavors are ripe, 
lightly spritzy and layered, with a drawn-out feel 
that leads to an explosion of fruit on the finish. 
Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

34
93 Domaine Rotier 2012 Renaissance 

(Gaillac). Concentrated and solid, this 
is packed with dense, dusty tannins as well as 
ripe black fruits. It is complex, balanced between 
tannins and fruit sliced by a shot of acidity. This 
is a wine for aging, don’t drink before 2017. OZ 
Wine Company. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $20 

35
93 WillaKenzie 2014 Estate Grown Pinot 

Gris (Yamhill-Carlton District). This 
wine strikes a resonant balance among mixed 
tree fruits, sappy acids and leesy, textural high-
lights that enliven the mouthfeel. The finish 

brings on golden raisins and a hint of nut butter. 
Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $21 

36
95 Roederer Estate 2007 Brut L’Ermitage 

Estate Bottled (Anderson Valley). Very 
fruity and fresh in aroma, this elegant wine has 
light, crisp apple and lemon flavors, fresh-baked 
bread accents and lively acidity. A layered texture 
seems to blend in accents of almond and vanilla, 
increasing complexity with each sip. It’s one of 
California’s blue-chip bubblies. —J.G. 
abv: 12% Price: $48 

37
95 Molino di Sant’Antimo 2010 Varco 

(Brunello di Montalcino). Earthy aromas 
suggest leather, game, ripe dark berry and grilled 
herb. The palate shows great intensity, with 
black and red cherry, cinnamon, Mediterranean 
herb and star anise alongside bracing but refined 
tannins. It’s well balanced and bursting with 
vitality. Drink 2017–2028. Massanois Imports. 
Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $48 

38
95 Joh. Jos. Prüm 2013 Bernkasteler 

Bad stube Auslese Riesling (Mosel). Sheer 
in texture, this honeyed nectar falls on the palate 
like a whisper, but its stone fruit, red berry and 
grapefruit flavors are powerful and compounding. 
Multifaceted with touches of sugar cookie and 
guava juxtaposed with lime zest and slate, it 
delivers a long, ponderous finish. Valckenberg 
International, Inc. Editors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 7.5% Price: $50 

39
95 Blandy’s 2002 Colheita Bual (Madeira). 

The sweetest of the Madeira single-
variety wines, this Bual is still laced with intense 
acidity. That brightness is contrasted by the 
toffee and caramel flavors, yielding a wine that 
is superrich while remaining so fresh at the end. 
This fine wine is ready to drink. Premium Port 
Wines, Inc. —R.V. 
abv: 20% Price: $50 
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40
95 Pichler-Krutzler 2013 Supperin Grüner 

Veltliner (Wachau). Floral notes play 
above the aromatic woodruff and fig-leaf aromas 
which make this incredibly enticing. The palate 
is slender, tight and totally concentrated. This is 
nervy, high-octane stuff, for now boasting lemon 
and pink grapefruit, without a single ounce of 
fat—and yet this is not ungenerous. Weygandt-
Metzler. —A.K. 
abv: 13% Price: $31 

41
94 Le Casematte 2012 Quattroenne 

(Faro). A blend of Nerello Mascalese, 
Nerello Cappuccio, Nocera and Nero d’Avola, this 
polished wine conveys earthy aromas including 
violet, ripe berry, leather, game and baking 
spice. The savory palate doles out juicy black 
cherry, ripe raspberry, licorice, cinnamon and 
clove alongside firm, fine-grained tannins. Drink 
2016–2020. Bacchanal Wine Imports. Editors’ 
Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $35 

42
93 Domaine de l’Ecu 2013 Granite 

(Muscadet Sèvre et Maine). While the 
wine is rich and seriously textured, it has a pure 
fruitiness that is beguiling, ripe and full of green 
and citrus flavors. Spice and minerality give a 
strong sense of structure and ageability. Drink 
this firm wine from 2016. Polaner Selections. 
Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $23 

43
95 Carlisle 2012 The Derivative (Sonoma 

County). This unusual blend combines 
old-vine Sémillon from the Monte Rosso Vine-
yard with Muscadelle and Palomino. Volup-
tuous on the nose, the wine is restrained on the 
palate, with inviting layers of licorice, beeswax 
and stone fruit. Exotic and long lasting, it’s an 
intriguing wine. Editors’ Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $34 

44

93 Herdade do Esporão 2011 Esporão 
Reserva (Alentejo). With 12 months 

wood aging, this powerful wine has managed to 
keep a great sense of balance. Solid tannins are 
tempered by a more dusty texture, smooth black 
plum fruits, rich, concentrated acidity and juicy 
final fruitiness. Drink from 2018. Esporão Wines 
& Olive Oils. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $23 

45
93 Château les Valentines 2014 Grande 

Cuvée No. 8 Rosé (Côtes de Provence La 
Londe). From the mountains inland from Saint-
Tropez, this finely textured and deliciously fruity 
wine from old vines is a blend of 50% Cinsault 
and 50% Mouvedre. In this well-balanced wine, 
fresh fruits are cut with acidity and given weight 
by a ripely spicy character. It’s full in the mouth 
while remaining completely fresh. BBR Imports. 
—R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $29 

46
94 Ridgeview Estate 2009 South Ridge 

Cuvée Merret Brut (England). A lifting 
mix of golden, ripe apple, chamomile, moss and 
honey signals richness and some maturity. The 
palate is poised and holds all of these flavours 
tightly in a soaring, slender structure that is built 
on a firm foundation of bright acidity and subtle 
earthiness. Grown-up, taut, generous and poised, 
this is a honey-edged homage to the South 
Downs. Lionstone International. —A.K. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $38 

47

94 Hermann J. Wiemer 2012 Magdalena 
Vineyard Cabernet Franc (Seneca Lake). 

While the Finger Lakes region is better known 
for Riesling, this gorgeously composed single- 
vineyard Cabernet Franc sets a benchmark 
for American red wine. The nose is delicately 
perfumed of violet, lavender and autumn leaves. 
On the palate, swirls of luscious black fruit 
juxtapose layers of granite and stone. Briskly 
balanced, yet endlessly persistent on the finish, 
it’s a standout bottling that’s well worth seeking 
out. Editors’ Choice. —A.I. 
abv: 12.8% Price: $32 

48

94 Spottswoode 2014 Sauvignon Blanc 
(Napa-Sonoma). A magical blend of 73% 

Sauvignon Blanc with 27% Sauvignon Musque, 
from a landmark producer of the variety, this is a 
complex and elegant expression of lushly layered 
peach and mandarin orange, balanced and struc-
tured for years to come. From vineyards both 
within Napa Valley and throughout Sonoma, 
including Knights Valley and Sonoma Mountain, 
it’s eminently sippable and a fine wine for the 
table. Editors’ Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $38 

49

94 DanCin 2012 Melodia Pinot Noir 
(McMinnville). With fruit sourced from 

the excellent Hyland Vineyard, this blends a 
pair of Dijon clones and was aged in half new 
French oak for 15 months. Black cherry and 
cola syrup flavors combine in a sappy, concen-
trated midpalate. Highlights of underbrush and 
balsamic add flavor interest, and the dry, polished 
tannins frame the flavors perfectly. There’s every 
reason to believe this can age well, but why wait? 
Editors’ Choice. —P.G. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $39 

50
94 Melipal 2012 Nazarenas Vineyard 

Malbec (Mendoza). Pure, concentrated 
blackberry and cassis aromas are right on target, 
as is most of this impressive Malbec that hails 
from 88-year-old vines. An exuberant palate 
shows young, bouncy, rubbery tannins, while this 
tastes complex, with blackberry and plum flavors 
playing off savory, saucy notes. An everlasting 
finish says drink all the way through 2027. The 
Artisan Collection. Editors’ Choice. —M.S. 
abv: 15.4% Price: $40 

51
94 Gramercy Cellars 2012 Syrah 

(Columbia Valley). This wine is a blend 
of four distinctive sites—Minick and Olsen in the 
Yakima Valley, and SJR and Stoney Vine in the 
Walla Walla Valley. It pulls together the best of 
all of them, with brooding notes of mineral, wet 
stone, earthy funk, coffee, smoked meat and black 
and green olive. The palate steals the show, with 
hypnotic savory flavors that coalesce around a 
vibrant, extended finish. It’s a textural marvel 
that is simply impossible to put down. Editors’ 
Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 13.7% Price: $40 

52

94 Robert Weil 2013 Riesling Spätlese 
Tradition (Rheingau). This sprightly-

sweet Riesling fills the glass with an opulent 
floral perfume of rose petals and orange blos-
soms. It’s profoundly aromatic, yet remarkably 
elegant, balanced by layers of crisp honeydew and 
peach flavors. A zesty strike of acidity freshens 
the finish. Loosen Bros. USA. —A.I. 
abv: 8% Price: $40 

53
94 Terre Rouge 2013 Roussanne (Sierra 

Foothills). Enticing aromas like salted 
nuts, exotic fruit flavors and a generous viscosity 
in the texture make this a luxurious and distinc-
tive wine. Unusual for a white, it features savory 
hints of tobacco in the lush pineapple and guava 
flavors. Delicious and unique, it will also age well 
through 2020. Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $25 

54

94 Planeta 2011 Santa Cecilia (Noto). 
Always one of the finest expressions 

of Nero d’Avola, this polished, delicious wine 
opens with enticing aromas of blue flower, dark 
berry and a whiff of smoky graphite. The smooth, 
almost creamy palate doles out layers of black-
berry, pomegranate, raspberry, white pepper, 
carob and licorice, while velvety tannins and 

fresh acidity provide support. Drink through 
2021. Palm Bay International. Editors’ Choice. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $42 

55
93 Richard Rottiers 2014 Moulin-à-Vent. 

Produced from vines up to 80 years old, 
this is a powerful, wood-aged wine. Tannins are 
mixed with toast, spice and dark plum flavors. 
Acidity gives freshness and finishes the wine 
with very fine fruits as well as structure. Age this 
impressive wine and drink from 2018. Authen-
tique Vin. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $26 

56
93 Adegas Gran Vinum 2014 Selección 

Especial Albariño (Rías Baixas). This 
gorgeous Albariño opens with elegant aromas of 
white flowers, peach and minerals. There’s ample 
acidity, body and flow to the palate, while flavors 
of nectarine, tangerine and lemon are top-shelf. 
A long-lasting, clean-as-polished-glass finish 
confirms excellent overall quality. Grapes of 
Spain. Editors’ Choice. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $27 

57
93 Nino Franco 2014 Vigneto della Riva 

di San Floriano Brut (Valdobbiadene 
Prosecco Superiore). This dazzling spar-
kler opens with enticing aromas of wisteria, 
spring wild flowers, vineyard dust and freshly 
picked orchard fruit. The crisp, linear palate 
doles out green apple, nectarine, pear and ener-
gizing mineral notes alongside a creamy perlage 
and vibrant acidity. It’s perfectly balanced and 
refreshing. Terlato Wines International. Editors’ 
Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 12% Price: $29 

58
95 Hess Collection 2012 Small Block 

Series Malbec (Mount Veeder). From 
one of the few Napa Valley wineries to showcase 
Malbec, this wine is a testament to the virtues 
of that devotion. It offers rich, dreamy flavors of 
blueberry cobbler, blackberry and licorice, lifted 
acidity and plush, soft tannins, all gorgeously 
finished in spicy chocolate and vanilla. Editors’ 
Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 14.2% Price: $55 
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59
95 Betz Family 2012 Père de Famille 

Cabernet Sauvignon (Columbia Valley). 
This arresting wine delivers aromas of fresh-
ground coffee, sweet spices, licorice, dark fruit, 
pencil box, bay leaf, black currant and smoke, 
showing so much nuance you want to just keep 
on sniffing. The palate brings inky, dense, seam-
less dark fruit flavors and beautifully integrated 
tannins. It’s completely irresistible now—a flat 
out stunner—but promises to have a long life in 
the cellar. Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $72 

60
94 Sottimano 2012 Barbaresco. Freshly 

picked roses, violets and woodland berry 
aromas come together on the nose. The tense 
palate delivers wild cherry, black raspberry, lico-
rice, ground pepper and tobacco alongside a firm 
backbone of tightly woven, ultrafine tannins. It’s 
a gorgeous combination of finesse and struc-
ture but at the moment it’s still tightly tannic 
and needs time to unwind. Drink 2018–2027. 
Giuliana Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $48 

61
93 Penfolds 2012 Bin 28 Kalimna Shiraz 

(South Australia). Named for one of 
Barossa’s top vineyards, this blends fruit from 
Barossa, McLaren Vale, Clare Valley and Lang-
horne Creek into a splendid warm-climate Shiraz. 
It’s full bodied, dense and dusty in texture, with 
rich dark-fruit flavors of dates, blackberries and 
blueberries. Hints of baking spices and mocha 
from the barrel-aging should integrate nicely 
over the next several years. Drink 2017–2025. 
Treasury Wine Estates. Editors’ Choice. —J.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $30 

62

93 Aveleda 2013 Reserva da Familia 
(Bairrada). A fascinating blend of the 

local grape Maria Gomes and Chardonnay, this 
spicy, fragrant wine is full of ripe fruit notes and 
vibrant acidity. It remains light at heart despite 
all the complexity. It could be drunk now, but will 
be better from 2016. Aveleda Imports. Editors’ 
Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $30 

63

92 Errazuriz 2013 Max Reserva Cabernet 
Sauvignon (Aconcagua Valley). This 

is a powerful Cabernet comprised of all the key 
players. The nose is oaky, with coconut and 
vanilla aromas alongside fast and furious spiced 
berry scents. A meter-pushing palate tastes of 
spiced cherry, blackberry, herbs and chocolate, 
while the finish simmers with coffee and mocha 
notes. Drink through 2020. Vintus LLC. Editors’ 
Choice. —M.S. 
abv: 14% Price: $20 

64

93 Pieropan 2012 Calvarino (Soave Clas-
sico). Made from vines that are between 

30 and 60 years old, this radiant white opens 
with aromas that recall white spring flower, 
mint and pear. The elegant, linear palate delivers 
concentrated flavors of juicy apple, creamy pear 
and zesty citrus, with firm acidity. The lingering 
finish closes on a mineral note. E & J Gallo. 
Editors’ Choice. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $31 

65
94 Emilio Moro 2011 Malleolus (Ribera del 

Duero). This pure, bullish, smoky Tinto 
Fino is full of charred blackberry, cassis and lico-
rice aromas. The palate is massive but superbly 
balanced. Flavors of mocha, black coffee, bitter 
chocolate, toast, blackberry and cassis finish 
with power and precision. Drink 2017–2025. 
Skurnik Wines, Inc. Editors’ Choice. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $49 

66
95 Bruno Paillard 2004 Blanc de Blancs 

Brut (Champagne). This mature wine 
shows its toasty side. A mineral texture is now 
integrated with the almond, yeast and bread 
flavors to give a wine that’s crisp while no longer 
bringing out its fruit. This wine is elegant with 
poise and great style. Drink now. Multiple U.S. 
importers. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 12% Price: $90 

67
96 Darioush 2011 Signature Series 

Cabernet Sauvignon (Napa Valley). 
Sanguine and brooding in dense layers of juicy 
black fruit, leather and tobacco, this is classic 

Napa Valley Cabernet with an elegance at its 
core, that’s also seamless, complex and age-
worthy. From relatively cooler sites in Oak Knoll 
and Mount Veeder, and a cooler year too, this 
vintage sings for this producer, showing balance 
and power in equal measure. Editors’ Choice. 
—V.B. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $95 

68

95 Damilano 2011 Cannubi (Barolo). 
Fragrant blue flower, perfumed berry, 

leather, cake spice and a balsamic note are some 
of the scents you’ll find on this gorgeous, forward 
Barolo. The delicious palate offers raspberry, 
wild cherry, cinnamon, white pepper clove and 
tobacco. Ripe, polished tannins make this already 
accessible but it will also age well for a decade 
or more. Enjoy 2016–2023. Vias Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $90 

69
95 Clos Mogador 2012 Priorat. With its 

patented blend of ripe plum and berry 
aromas matched against notes of wood smoke, 
herbs and leather, this is ripped and focused in 
the mouth, with strong but manageable tannins. 
Flavors of buttery oak, schist, blackberry and 
cassis culminate with mocha, vanilla and an 
overall sense of greatness. Drink from 2017 
through 2025. Europvin USA. Editors’ Choice. 
—M.S. 
abv: 15.5% Price: $90 

70
92 Domaine Maby 2014 Prima Donna 

Rosé (Tavel). This complex rosé effort-
lessly combines hints of flowers, dried spices, 
garrigue and red berries. It’s full-bodied yet para-
doxically weightless, buoyed by a long finish of 
crushed stone and fresh lime juice. Drink it over 
the next few years. Vintage Imports, Inc. Editors’ 
Choice. —J.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $18 

71
95 Avennia 2012 Arnaut Boushey Vine-

yard Syrah (Yakima Valley). This wine 
shines with notes of smoked meat, mineral, dark 
coffee and earthy funk. The flavors are dense, 
rich and voluptuous, while retaining an exquisite 
sense of balance. It’s an exclamation point of a 
wine that’s approachable now. Editors’ Choice. 
—S.S. 
abv: 14.8% Price: $50 

72
94 Ridolfi 2010 Brunello di Montalcino. 

Alluring aromas of wild berry, leather, 
forest floor, Mediterranean brush and a balsamic 
note mingle in the glass. The tight palate doles 
out Morello cherry, crushed raspberry, baking 
spice and grilled herb alongside firm tannins and 
vibrant acidity. White pepper closes the finish. 
It’s well balanced but needs time to develop 
complexity. Drink 2018–2028. Opici Wines. 
—K.O. 
abv: 14% Price: $50 

73

94 Justin 2012 Savant (Paso Robles). 
Lush and lavish in all the right ways, this 

blend of 70% Syrah, 21% Cabernet Sauvignon 
and 9% Petite Sirah shows vanilla cream, clove 
chiffon and blueberry pudding on the nose. The 
palate packs more blueberry fruit as well as black 
pepper, graphite, espresso bean and toasted sage, 
all framed by a solid structure of tooth-coating 
tannins. —M.K. 
abv: 15% Price: $50 

74
93 Agustí Torelló Mata 2008 Gran Reserva 

Barrica Brut Nature (Cava). This is 
superb Cava, no ifs, ands or buts. Soft, yeasty, 
complex aromas of bready apple and spice feed 
into a round, yeasty palate. Bready flavors of pear, 
papaya and mango end with stony minerality and 
a closing note of lime. Ethnica Foods & Wines. 
Editors’ Choice. —M.S. 
abv: 12% Price: $37 

75
92 Alexandre Monmousseau 2013 Clos le 

Vigneau (Vouvray). A dry Vouvray, crisp 
and rich, this brings out all the complexity of 
Chenin Blanc. Nuts, yellow fruits and green apple 
flavors are well integrated and balanced. A light 
spice aftertaste gives an exotic finish. Drink now, 
or age until 2018. Kysela Père et Fils. Editors’ 
Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $19 

76
94 Cherubino 2010 Cabernet Sauvignon 

(Margaret River). Of the three Cheru-
bino 2010 Cabernets, I slightly preferred this one 
(the blended version), but just by a hair. The nose 
boasts seductive aromas of cedar, smoke, brown 
sugar and maple syrup, backed up on the palate 
by a convergence of chocolaty and meaty flavors 
that end in a softly dusty finale. Full bodied and 
supple, it’s drinkable now, but should drink 
well through at least 2020. Middleton Family. 
Editors’ Choice. —J.C. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $54 

77
94 François Lurton 2011 Alka Carme-

nère (Colchagua Valley). This superb 
Carmenère is lusty but intricate on the bouquet, 
with aromas of baked plum, blackberry, balsam 
wood, leather and horse hide. The palate shows a 
complex blend of high-voltage power and density; 
flavors of roasted blackberry, chocolate, pepper 
and root beer finish deep and oaky. Drink through 
2020. Winesellers, Ltd. Editors’ Choice. —M.S. 
abv: 15% Price: $50 

78
94 San Rustico 2009 Gaso (Amarone della 

Valpolicella Classico). Baked plum, 
fragrant blue flower, sweet baking spice, euca-
lyptus and a balsamic note are just some of the 
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aromas you’ll find on this bold, delicious wine. 
The round, smooth palate delivers layers of ripe 
wild cherry, raspberry compote, mocha, vanilla, 
star anise and a hint of raisin alongside velvety, 
enveloping tannins that give it a silky texture. 
Despite the big structure, it has an almost 
weightless feel. Votto Vines Importing. —K.O. 
abv: 16% Price: $60 

79
94 Château de Rayne Vigneau 2011 

Sauternes. Sumptuous, ripe and very full 
on the palate, this wine is dense and packed with 
notes of botrytis that give a strong sense of struc-
ture. This well-balanced wine shows potential to 
age, offering rich acacia honey and beautiful final 
acidity. Drink from 2020. —R.V. 
abv: 14% Price: $60 

80

94 Marqués de Riscal 2010 Baron de 
Chirel Reserva (Rioja). This deep, 

smoky, minerally wonder is full to the brim with 
ripe blackberry, tobacco and fine-oak aromas. In 
the mouth, this Tempranillo-led blend is rich and 
jammy but not out of shape. Blackberry, prune 
and toasty flavors finish lusty, with a touch of 
heat and burn that should settle in due time. 
Drink now through 2023. Shaw-Ross Interna-
tional Importers. Editors’ Choice. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $75 

81
93 Villa Raiano 2013 Ventidue (Fiano di 

Avellino). Aromas of green pear, yellow 
apple and sage accompany a smoky whiff of flint 
stone. The structured, vibrant palate delivers a 
wonderful depth of flavors, including mature 
apple, white peach, orange zest, grilled rosemary 
and energizing mineral. It’s impeccably balanced, 
with bright acidity. Siena Imports. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $35 

82
92 Mas de Libian 2012 Khayyâm (Côtes 

du Rhône). This superripe blend of 
Grenache (70%), Syrah (15%) and Mourvèdre 
(15%) is full-bodied, with a rich, creamy texture 
and a long, velvety finish. Spice and herb notes 
accent dusty black cherries, and a hint of cocoa 
sneaks in as well. Drink now–2017. Petit Pois 
Corporation. Editors’ Choice. —J.C. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $20 

83

93 Pegasus Bay 2012 Pinot Noir (Waipara 
Valley). Peg Bay is the flagship winery 

of Waipara, yet the wines remain realistically 
priced. Plum, cola and cherry notes are accompa-
nied by strongly umami sensations akin to mush-
room and roasted beef, giving this wine ample 
complexity. While the wine is concentrated, it 
has an airy, graceful feel to it. Drink 2016–2024. 
Empson USA Ltd. Editors’ Choice. —J.C. 
abv: 13.9% Price: $41 

84
92 Tenuta delle Terre Nere 2013 Bianco 

(Etna). Delicate, attractive aromas of 
chamomile, pear and brimstone lead the nose 
on this graceful wine. The linear palate delivers 
green apple, juicy pear, savory herb and mineral 
alongside fresh acidity. It’s linear, vertical and 
elegant. Hold for complexity. Drink 2015–2020. 
de Grazia Imports LLC. —K.O. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $20 

85
92 Domaine les Pins 2014 Cuvée les 

Rochettes (Bourgueil). This rich, struc-
tured wine is packed with both firm tannins and 
rich red fruits. Still young, it has all the makings 
of a dense, balanced wine that will reflect the 
great fruit of the vintage. Age this smoky, full-
bodied wine and drink from 2017. T. Elenteny 
Imports. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $20 

86
92 Southern Right 2013 Pinotage (Hemel 

en Aarde). This is a lovely, layered and 
complex Pinotage, with waves of earthy spice 
and brambly fruit that mingle harmoniously on 
the nose and palate. The mouthfeel is plush and 
velvety, brimming with rich wild berry, game, 
licorice and sweet smoke notes that linger long 
on the structured, evolving finish. It’s decadent 
and delicious now, but will also hold well through 
2021. Vineyard Brands. Editors’ Choice. —L.B. 
abv: 14% Price: $27 

87
94 Latta 2012 Upland Vineyard Grenache 

(Snipes Mountain). This wine arrests 
the senses with dazzlingly pure aromas of dark 
raspberries, cherries, clove, mineral and spice. 
Flavors are intense, layered, and rich without 
sacrificing one iota of balance. The plush mouth-
feel and long finish only add to the enjoyment 
and sensory experience. Editors’ Choice. —S.S. 
abv: 14.7% Price: $40 

88

94 Iron Horse 2010 Brut X (Green Valley). 
Brut X is an extreme brut, made in a bone-

dry style from a blend of 31% Chardonnay and 
69% Pinot Noir with no added sugar. It’s then 
aged four years. Floral in honeysuckle, the flavors 
are sharply focused and salty, a mix of lemon, 
pear and peach that can be enjoyed before, during 
and after a meal. Editors’ Choice. —V.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $50 

89
94 Ferrando 2010 White Label (Carema). 

Violet, rose, cherry, baking spice, Alpine 
herb and mineral are some of the aromas and 
flavors you’ll find on this radiant Nebbiolo. 
Bright acidity and silky tannins balance the juicy 
palate. It’s elegant and boasts great depth, but 
will continue to evolve for years. Drink through 
2030. Rosenthal Wine Merchants. —K.O. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $60 

90
94 H. Blin 2006 Millesime Brut (Champagne). 

Crisp, tight acidity and still-young, fresh 
fruitiness give this wine its initial brightness. 
Rich and full in the mouth, it also has a range of 
complex fruit flavors followed by hints of toasti-
ness that will only continue to develop. It should 
be aged further, so drink from 2016. Vinamericas 
Selections. Editors’ Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $60 

91

92 Dog Point 2014 Sauvignon Blanc 
(Marlborough). Everything you’d ever 

want in a Sauvignon Blanc is here—and then 
some. Grassy, herbal, citrusy aromas set the pace, 
joined by some slightly feral, wooly pungency that 
adds even greater complexity. On the palate, it’s 
plump and mouthwatering without being exces-
sively tart, and lingers gloriously on the finish. 
Vintus LLC. Editors’ Choice. —J.C. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $22 

92
93 Jerusalem Wineries 2013 3400 

Premium Shiraz (Judean Hills). Aromas 
of blueberry and clove, with a soft hint of cinnamon 
set the scene for flavors of blackberry, anise, black 
pepper, vanilla and white chocolate. A grid of 
smooth tannins makes way for a finish dotted by 
flavors of dark berry, spice, and cranberry sauce. 
Kosher. Allied Importers, USA, LTD. —M.D. 
abv: 13% Price: $17 

93
92 As Laxas 2014 Albariño (Rías Baixas). 

Pure minerals, peach and melon aromas 
come with a hint of leesy dust. This wine is elegant, 
chiseled and minerally on the palate. Flavors of 
dusty apple and citrus end long and stony, with 
class. Laxas is a top-flight Albariño producer and 
this vintage is one of its best. Drink now. Frontier 
Wine Imports. Editors’ Choice. —M.S. 
abv: 12.5% Price: $22 

94
93 Boeger 2013 Walker Vineyard Zinfandel 

(El Dorado). Purely delicious, this has 
stunning and distinctive aromas and flavors that 
recall pomegranate juice and blueberries, plus a 
velvety-smooth texture. While very full bodied, 
this wine does not win with power but with 
grace. It has excellent balance and harmony, and 
stands above the crowd. Editors’ Choice. —J.G. 
abv: 15.6% Price: $19 

95
92 Georges Duboeuf 2013 Domaine 

Beranger (Pouilly-Fuissé). With notice-
able wood flavors, this sophisticated wine is 
smooth, rich and creamy. It has enough fruit 
to sustain all this toast, giving a wine that has 
a fresh line that runs right through it, passing 
apples and fresh apricots on the way. Drink from 
2016. Deutsch Family Wine and Spirits. Editors’ 
Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $25 

96

93 Ouled Thaleb 2012 Médaillon (Zenata). 
Aromas of black cherry, espresso bean 

and white chocolate tease the palate in this 
Moroccan blend of 60% Cabernet Sauvignon, 
30% Merlot and 10% Syrah. Brightness reigns 
despite powerful tannins, and flavors of black 
cherry, rhubarb, jalapeño, coriander seed, vanilla 
and citrus zest are a pleasure on the tongue. 
Nomadic Distribution. Editors’ Choice. —M.D. 
abv: 13% Price: $18 

97
92 Domaine Gerovassiliou 2013 Single 

Vineyard Malagousia (Epanomi). Zippy, 
fresh aromas of citrus and white fruit lead the 
nose. Ripe fruit balanced by good acidity and a 
lingering, luscious finish make this an exemplary 

Greek pour. Pair with poultry, grilled seafood or 
enjoy as an apéritif. Cava Spiliadis. —S.K. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $23 

98

93 Lagar de Bezana 2012 Edición 
Limitada Syrah (Alto Cachapoal). 

Lagar de Bezana makes some of Chile’s finest 
warm-climate Syrah. This example, from a warm 
vintage to boot, opens with aromas of pencil 
lead, raw oak, boysenberry and black currant. 
The palate is rock solid and impermeable at this 
young stage, while flavors of toasty black fruits 
offer nuances of mint, espresso and herbs on the 
lively finish. Drink through 2022. Vino Del Sol. 
Editors’ Choice. —M.S. 
abv: 14.5% Price: $40 

99
92 Jardin 2012 Barrel Fermented Char-

donnay (Stellenbosch). Despite being 
barrel fermented, this attractive white manages 
to maintain a vivid vibrancy and freshness, with 
notes of fresh red apple, firm peach, pineapple 
core, green mango and clementine that are all 
infused with delicate hints of toasted oak and 
baking spice. Ample acidity lifts the medium-
weight palate and rich melon, apple and toasted 
brioche flavors, leading into the long, lingering 
wood-spiced finish. USA Wine West. Editors’ 
Choice. —L.B. 
abv: 13.5% Price: $24 

100
92 Château Peyrabon 2012 Haut-Médoc. 

Peyrabon is owned by a branch of the 
Bernard family that also owns Domaine de 
Chevalier. This powerful, complex wine shows 
its pedigree. Dark tannins and ripe black fruits 
are all evidence of its aging potential. Drink from 
2018. Monsieur Touton Selection Ltd. Editors’ 
Choice. —R.V. 
abv: 13% Price: $25


